
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



A proposed photographic reproduction , of the Tuebingen 
Manuscript of the Kashmirian Atharva- Veda, the so- 
called Paippalada-<Jakha. — By Maurice Bloomfield, 
Professor in Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md. 

In the entire domain of Indian manuscript tradition there is no 
single manuscript which claims so much interest as the unique 
birch-bark manuscript of the Kashmirian Atharva-Veda now in 
possession of the library of the University of Tuebingen. The 
credit of its discovery belongs in a peculiar manner to the late 
Professor von Roth. That eminent scholar, as early as the year 
1856, was led by a remark of the traveller Baron von Huegel to 
the belief that a new version of the AV. might be found in Kash- 
mir. Baron von Huegel in his work Kaschrnir und das Reich 
der Siek, ii. 364, remarked that the Brahmans of Kashmir 
belonged to the Atterwan, or as they said ' Atterman,' Veda ; 
and upon the strength of this statement Professor von Roth 
induced the authorities of the British government in India to 
institute a search in the inaccessible earthly paradise, in the hope 
of finding a new version of the Atharvan. His prophetic surmise 
came true most brilliantly. 

In the year 1875, His Highness, the late Maharaja of Jammu 
and Kashmir, Ranbir Singh, had this manuscript sent to Sir Wil- 
liam Muir, the then Lieutenant-Governor, by whom it. was in 
turn dispatched to Professor von Roth. 1 The latter, after pub- 
lishing a stirring account of its discovery, character, and con- 



1 A short time before his lamented death, Professor Biihler wrote to 
me as follows (under date of February 22d, 1898) : " Wenn Sie, wie ich 
vermuthe, die Geschichte des MS. drucken lassen, so bitte ich darum, 
dass Sie erwahnen, dass Sir William Muir sich auf meinen Rath ent- 
schloss das MS. an Prof, von Roth zu senden. Ich musste deshalb im 
Februar 1876 eigens von Indor nach Calcutta reisen, da Sir William 
nicht wusste was er mit dem zerlumpten Bande machen sollte. Ich 
zeigte ihm dass derselbe zunachst ein Bad ndthig hatte, welches er in 
Sir W.'s Badezimmer bekam. Danach sah das MS. wieder recht frisch 
aus, und Sir W. ilbergab es mir, damit ich es von den native bookbind- 
ers fiicken lasse. Die aufgeklebten Papierstreifen stammen aus dieser 
Reparatur, die beinahe eine Woche dauerte." 
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tents, in a tract of the University of Tuebingen entitled, Der 
Atharva- Veda in Kaschmir (1875), guarded it until his death ; 
it has now passed into the possession of the University library of 
Tuebingen, whose greatest and priceless treasure it forms. The 
manuscript is written on birch-bark in the Kashmirian, the so- 
called Sharada, character. It consists of 287 leaves (written on 
both sides) of about 20 by 25 centimeters. Professor Bloomfield 
has obtained the consent of the library authorities in Tuebingen, 
and the Johns Hopkins University is about to make the manu- 
script universally accessible in a photographic reproduction. The 
work will be carefully supervised by Professor Bloomfield ; and 
it is hoped that it will be ready for distribution by the end of 
the year 1899. 



